270    MARIA   THERESA   OF   AUSTRIA
document was valid without her personal signature.
She usually carried with her a box containing State
papers, which was attached to her waist by a belt, but
she was so pathetically large that it was difficult for her
to get at these documents.
On October 20, 1780, she celebrated the fortieth
anniversary of her reign, but this was not a joyful
occasion. She was haunted by the sense of failure
which never left her after the Bavarian War, and she
was very lonely. Most of her old friends, such as
Tarouca, had died, and she had not made new friends
among the younger generation any more than she had
accepted new ideas. Her children were afraid of her
and hated each other, and the common people were
seething with resentment towards her because she had
recently introduced a high tax on intoxicating drinks.
On November 18, Maria Theresa mentioned in a
letter to Marie Christine that she had a slight cold, but
that " as she had no fever, it could be nothing of con-
sequence." In another letter, written on the twentieth,
she assured her daughter that she was only slightly
indisposed, and that she had attended to affairs of State as
usual. Marie Christine, however, the only one of Maria
Theresa's children who had a natural warm affection for
her, was anxious, and she and her husband came to
Vienna.
When the Empress's physicians had found that her
lungs were congested, Joseph also sent for Leopold, who
after his mother's death would be the heir-presumptive,
Maximilian happened to be at home. Gloomy Marianne
and Elisabeth, who had been ia attendance on their
mother, were with her as well,
By the twenty-sixth, Maria Theresa knew that she
was dying* She accepted this fact quietly. She had

